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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1715 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, MOPS, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: REPORTED SYRIAN TROOP MOVEMENTS ON MARCH 8 ANNIVERSARY 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONFIRM REPORTS CIRCULATED LAST 
WEEK SUGGESTING THAT SYRIAN REGIME REDEPLOYED SOME OF ITS 
TROOPS STATIONED IN LEBANON TO FORESTALL COUP ATTEMPT IN 
DAMASCUS. ALL OF OUR REGULAR SOURCES HAVE DENIED RUMOR. 

WITH SHOUFI AT FOREIGN MINISTRY SUPPLYING MOST DETAILED 
VERSION. ACCORDING TO SHOUFI - WHO BASED HIS ACCOUNT ON 
DISCUSSION WITH SYRIAN COLONEL SREVING WITH ADF WHO RETURNED 
TO DAMASCUS ON LEAVE LAST WEEKEND - RUMOR BEGAN IN BEIRUT 
WHEN SYRIAN MILITARY COMMAND ORDERED SHIFTS OF SOME OF ITS 
TROOPS TO NEW LOCATIONS AROUND BEIRUT AND TO FACILITATE 
REPLACEMENT OF SOME TROOPS. HE SAID THAT "RUMORMONGERS" 

IN BEIRUT PICKED UP NEWS OF SHIFTS AND BEGAN SPREADING 
TALES THAT ASAD REGIME IN TROUBLE. THESE STORIES 
THEN WORKED THEIR WAY BACK TO DAMASCUS. 

2. COMMENT: SYRIAN OCCUPATION FORCES ARE NOT VERY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 01715 151126Z 

POPULAR AMONG MANY LEBANESE CIRCULES, AND THERE MAY WELL 
BE LEBANESE WHO BELIEVE THAT ONLY WAY THEY WILL EVER 
RID THEMSELVES OF SYRIAN TROOPS IS IF ASAD REGIME OVER- 
THROWN BY MILITARY COUP. BASED ON OUR CURRENT INFORMATION, 

NO SUCH ATTEMPT TOOK PLACE LAST WEEK. 

MURPHY 
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